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MEGASTHENES 

Megasthenes was the ambassador of the Greek general SeJeucus 
Nicator, at the court of Emperor Chandrogupto Mourya, in 4th 
century B.C. He put his stay to good use by travelling widely and 
minutely documenting one of he most prosperous and enlightened 
periods of Indian history. Be it the customs ond traditions of the 
people or the administrative skills of the king - Megasthenes wrote it 
all down in his four-volume travelogue, Indica. 
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MK ASTHENE5 ]j 


AFTER HIS LONG AND ARDUOUS CAMPAIGN IN PERSIA, ALEXANDER THE GREAT OF MACEDONIA, REACHED | 
THE NORTH WESTERN FRONTIER OF INDIA IN 326 B-C. HE DEFEATED PAuRAVA AND WAS FILLED W/JH 


CONFIDENCE ABOUT HIS MILITARY PROWESS. 




OUR VICTOR*/ OVER P0RU9 
HAS REMOVED THE TOUGHEST 
OBSTACLE IN OUR 
^ PATH... _ ^ 



"•THE VAST INDIAN LAND 
LIES BEFORE US TO BE 
CONQUERED, GENERAL 
K SELEUCUS NICATOR! 


PARDON ME 
VOtlR 

MAJE6TS.. 
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... OUR SOLDIERS FfcCU CArwi 
0V THE WAR9 AND HM/E LOS 
WILL TO FIGHT. THE 1 / HAVE B 
AW/W FROM THEIR HOMES 
. FOR EIGHT LONG < /EARS«.« 


IF WE FORCE THEM AW MOPE WE MfH BE 
LEFT WITH A MUTINY ON OUR HANDS 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IN THAT CASE > 
SELEUCUS, WE 
SHALL GO BACK < 
TO GREECE. 1 



•-WE MUST RETAIN OUR CONTROL OVER 
THE TERRITORIES CONQUERED BN US. 
GENERAL SELEUCUS, I APPOINT NOU 

THE GOVERNOR OF THIS 
N V territory. i 


I AM 
HONOURED, 
HOUR MAJESTV 


WITHIN A FEW HEARS SELEUCUS FIRMLH ESTABLISH - 

CP HIMSELF AS THE SOLE RULER OF THE GREEK 
DOMAINS- 


MEANWHILE* IN PATAL/POTRA, THE CAPITAL OF 
MAGADHA , KING CHANDRAGUPTA MAURHA WAS 
BROODING OVER THE PROBLEM POSED BH THE 
GREEKS^ HE HAD CALLED A MEETING OF MS WAR 

council. 

THE CONSTANT PRESENCE OF THE 
VAVANAS* ON THE FRONTIERS 
OF OUR LAND POSES AN 
IMMINENT THREAT TO OUR 
SECURITY. 








HOU ARE RIGHT, 
MAHARAJ. MOREOVER 
THE HAVANAS ARE A 
v FORMIDABLE FORCE. 




1 y ^^k 

P*' 
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MAGASTHENES 



HBS ! HOW IS 
THE TIME TO 
v STRIKE- / 


I DISAGREE. AT THE MOMENT, 
THEIR strength SEEMS 
REDUCED A LARGE CONTINGENT 
OF THEIR FORCES HAS GONE 
BACK TO THEIR LAND WITH 
ALEXANDER- 


\ 


\ 



DOMAIN 


SOME TIME LATER , W THE 


HOW FAR HAG \ 
HE ADVANCED? ) 


HOU R MAJESTY, 
SANDROCOTTUS* OF 
MAGADHA HAS INVADED 
OUR KINGDOM. / 


V 


-'/ 1 


ATT 



HE IS CAMPING ON THE 
OTHER SIDE OF THE 
INDUS'*'WITH HIS 
POWERFUL ARM 1 /- / 


WELL > THE H TOO SHALL 
TASTE THE STEEL 
OF GREEK MIGHT. 



GREEK NAME OF CHANDRAGUPTA t SINDHU 


























































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



: 

l 



5EL5UCUS N1CM0R WAS TM5H CAPTIVE ARP 

p&opucep befor e cpanppA GUP TA • _ 

1 SO ROU APE THE VAVANA 

'JKt MAKING INROADS INTO 

If!? I V OUR COUNTRY. ,/ 




MV FORCES HAVE BEEN 
CRUSH EP. I AM PPEPA 
TO PAV WHATEVEP- 
TRiBUTE VOU 
DEMAND. 


YOU RULE VAST 
LANDS, 



I WANT ONLV THOSE AREAS THAT 
BELONG TO INDIA-SO GIVE ME 
ARIA, APACHOSIA AND / 

v paropanisadae* A 


I AGREE 5 0 KING 
SANDROCOTTUS- 



FROM NOW ON, WE ARE FRIENDS 
AND SO APE OUR TWO 
COUNTRIES- UNCHAIN HIM > , 

GUARDS. _ 


v\ 

1\ 1 1 
m ] 

I \ 





AS A TOKEN OF THIS FRIENDSHIP, 
I GIVE VOU 500 ELEPHANTS 


THANK VOU 
O GREAT 
KING. 
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MAGASTHENES 


* 


«• 



S ELEUCUS NICATOR WISHER TO RECIPROCATE THE MAGNANIMITY OF CHANDRAGUPTA- 


/ VES> LET’S 

SEE WHAT YOU 
HAVE TO 
OFFER- 


MAV I HAVE THE HONOUR OF 
PRESENTING TO YOU IN RETURN, 
A TRIBUTE OF WHAT IS 
DEAREST TO MV 
s k HEART ? 







I OFFER YOU IN MARRIAGE 
THE HAND OF THE MOST 

BEAUTIFUL PRINCESS* 

IN OUP FAA/ULV-- 





HE HAS SERVED ME LOYALLY FOR VEARS, 

0 SANDROCOTTUS, AS MV AMBASSADOR IN 
SEVERAL LANDS- HE WILL BE MV AM8ASSAP0P 

AT VOUR COURT- 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



AS AAR ENVOR TO ROU, I COULDN'T 
FIND A MAN OF GREATER 
CALIBRE AND OF A MORE 


ROuR MAJESTR 
IS VERV 
KIND 



CHftN(?f?fiGUPTA WPS KEEN ON P/PIOMBTIC 
RELATIONS BETWEEN INPIft BNP GREECE- 


I WELCOME ROU, 
MEGASTHENES, TO BE 
A GUEST IN MR 
KINGDOM* 


I AM HIGHLR 
HONOURED, 0 KING 
SAN0P0C0TTU9. 



I WISH TO HONOUR ROU, A 
GUEST TO MR LAND, IN OUR \ 
TRADITION OF REVERING j 
GUESTS LIKE GODS- / 




IN INDIA 


1 

/ HE SHALL BE \ 


/ WITH ROU AS LONG 

Y 

V AS ROU STAR / 
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MAGASTHENES 





ROUP USUAL DUTR, 
SEVAKA. KEEP AN ERE 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


■*T“ 

TR</ TO rttOW THE LAND AS WELL AS 
«AXJ CAN AND ALSO THE PEOPLE. FIND 
OUT HOW THE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN 
OLfl? COUNTRY AND INDIA CAN BE 

STRENGTHENED 




f SEND IN 

MO UR REPORTS 
REGULARLY. 


AND, ABOVE ALL, 
DON’T FORGET 

90UR motherland 


I SHALL REMEMBER 
THAT ALWAYS, 
VOUR MAJESTY 



--- - . __ 

* A FEW CWVS> time mEGASTHENES, ACCOMPANIED &*4 THE SERVANT* BEGAN H/S UOURNEU TOWARDS 

i P<1 'AUROTRA. THE 4 * CROSSED THE RIVER SHVDHU WHERE IT WAS SHALLOW- 

*— ■ — . . 
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MAGASTHENES 


IT HAD BEEN AN EXHAUSTING TASK. MEGASTHENES 




I ALREADY DO. KING 
SANDROCOTTUS HA9 
I BEEN VERV KIND 
TO ME. 



MEGASTHENES PHEFERAED TO USE THE HORSES 
TO THE ELEPHANT DURING HI9 TRAVELS- 



A 6RCBK FOR PATAUPUTPA. ■+10,000 9TADB6 ARE iQUAt TO ABOUT iflOO KM. 9 




















































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SUCH A LONG 
ROAP RIGHT 
ACROSS THE 

COUNTRY? 




THE JO URN EH TO PATAUFHJTRA WHS A LONG ONE. WHEN THEH WERE ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF MATHURA — 



HOW FAR ARE WE FROM 
PATAU PUTRA 
^ NOW? ^ 


WE ARE HALFWAY 
THROUGH THE OOURNEV 
SIR. WOliLP HOU LIKE 

TO SRENP A FEW PA VS 
IN THIS C1TV OF 


* PEOPLE OF MATHURA 




VES, I CERTAINLV WOUIP. I HAVE 
HEARP SO MUCH ABOUT 

THE CIT</. ^ 


/11 


L 

/J/M 

i j\ 

\ ^52 

lk\ vfl 


MAGASTHENES 



ON ENTERING THE C/TH THEH FOUNP 
PEOPLE IN A FERVOUR OF PEVOT/ON. 

S> z-' 


GLORV BE 
TO LOPP 
/AASUDEVA* 


cO: 




/ 


/ 


L 


A 




THIS TALE 

SEEMS 

FAMILIAR 


IT HAP BEEN PROPHESIEP 
EVEN BEFORE VAASUDEVA'S 
BIRTH THAT HE WAS 
DESTINEP TO BE THE KIN6- 



VAASUDEVA GREW UP 
AMONG VILLAGERS, 
ANP WITH GREAT 
VALOUR... 


* KRISHNA 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


[•*• K1UEP THE KING 
AND CAPTURED THE 
1 THRONE- 





HERACLES IS WORSHIPPED IN 
GREECE FOP HIS VALOUR, 
AND FOR KILLING THE 
HUNDRED-HEADED 
H<yDPA 




6,M ‘ LAk 70 TH0SE ^ W?'SHNA.MEGA67HENES MUST HAVE 
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MAGASTHENES 


AFTER TRAVELLING FOP A4AA/V WEE KG 8*7 POAD, 7HEW PEACHEP PPAVAGA * 





* ALLAHABAD 
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AMAR CHI7RA KATHA 


MOVING FURTHER EAST, HE 
OBSERVER THE VAST PLAINS 
OF THE NORTH. 






(f { 

\\i n ^7- 




4 ,\^ ^ 


lr . 
i y\ * /, J 

«^|ft vViV nv-^u 


**+■ 





^iWAuSlI 




fA6aP 70 LED PH ABOUT THE PEOPLE OF IN Pi A, 
MEGASTHBNES APPROACHED THE HOUSEHOLP OF 
A PEASANT. r~ ^mDr i —r- -r -7 


HEARING THE HORSES APPROACHING, THE 
PEASANT’S CHIU? LOOKED UP — 



J W5 PEASANT'S WIFE TURNED ROUND TO SEE WHO I 
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MAGASTHENES 


I WONDER HOW THEV 
MAKE HONEN 
WITHOUT BEES- 


W0NE9 ? OH , VOU 
MEAN THE 0A6GER*/ 
CERTAINLY , SIR. WIFE 


THE FOOO IS 
DELICIOUS. 


I HAVE SOME 
E HONEV 


HIS FAMILY 


MEGASTNENES AND THE i 
dOURNEN TO PATAUPUTRA 


^ THE MIGHTS GAM6C9 

V \0,j< and her irrigation 

Afcflts CANALS NO DOUBT BRING 


THIS MAN CERTAINLY 


THIS LAND 


CONTINUING THEIR dOURNEN THEN 
A BANHAN TREE. ~ 






































































































































































































A COLLECTOR'S EDITION, 

FROM INDIA’S FAVOURITE STORYTELLER. 

I India's greatest ep»c. told over 1,300 beautifully illustrated pages 

I The Y.;b to larata Co'lectoCs Edition. It's not just a set of books, it's a piece of culture. 



f THE MAHABHARATA 

mi i crmu c miTinM 


COLLECTOR S EDITION 

Rupees one thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine only. 





MAGASTHENES 



ITS BRANCHES ARE GOING 
RIGHT BACK INTO THE GROUND? 
I HAVE NEVER SEEN SUCH A 
PECULIAR TREE BEFORE? 


COULD IT BE 
WOOL GP0WIN6 


AFTER A FEW MORE WEEtrS' JOURNEY THEV ARRIVED AT PRTAllPUTRA 


THIS MOAT HELPS TO 
HOLD THE ENEMV AT B/W 
IT IS A PROTECTION 
AGAINST ENEMIES- IT 
ALSO RECEIVES THE a 
CIT</*S SEWAGE. 


A UTTLE FURTHER — 


COTTON, 
SIR WE MAKE 
CLOTHES OUT 


WHAT IS 
THAT WHITE 
FLUFF ON 
THE TREES? 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 









* PPACHHAS ( THE EASTERNERS.), MEANING THE PEOPLE OF MA6ADHA 


TOMORROW l*D 
UKE TO VISIT 
KING 

SANDPOCOTTUS 


FIRST VOU HAVE TO 
REGISTER VOUR NAME 
WITH THE ClTV AUTHO¬ 
RITIES, SIR. ALL 
FOREIGNERS HAVE TO DO 



MAGASTHENES 


THE NEXT DM, AFTER REGISTERING WITH 
THE CIT</ AUTHORITIES , MEGRSTHENES 
WENT TO THE RONAL PALACE• 



INSIDE THE ROHAl COURT , KING CHANDPAGUPTA WELCOMED 





I HAVE LIVED 
IN MANS EXOTIC 
LANDS- 











BUT THE LIKES QR THIS PALACE OF 
<tf)URS,0 KING, I HAVE SEEN 
NEITHER IN SUSA NOP IN 

ecbatana.*and paubothra IS 

SO WELL PROTECTED FROM 
V PERNICIOUS FOES* 


A IRANIAN CITIES WHeRE PALACES WERE REPORTEDLV OF GOLD AND SILVER 



























































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



OU HAVE A KEEN INTELLECT 
NDEED, MEGASTHENES- 

HOU MAW TAKE A SEAT 
NEXT TO ME AND • •• 



ACCOMPANY ME ON MW CAMPAIGNS-THIS 
WILL HELP WOU IN THE STUD*/ OF THIS 

^ COUNTPW 


THANK WOU, 
0 KING- IT IS 
VEPV KIND OF 
WOU- 


//# — *—*0 Y i 

U A /O _ ^ 

l/Jll 

Y 4 

* 



rC 



1 WZM 




MEGASTHENES WATCHED THE PROCESSINGS WITH FASCINATION. MATTERS PERTAINING TO ADMINISTRATION 
WERE FIRST ATTENDED TO * 


WES, WE SHALL APPOINT PUSHWAGUPTA 
GOVERNOR OF SAURASHTRA* AS WOU , 
^ HAVE PROPOSED- 


X 


v 


THEN CAME THE ADMINISTRATION OF OUST ICE — 



HIS 

PUNISHMENT 
IS DEATH. 


MAHAPAJ ' HE HAS COMMITTED 
A HEINOUS CRIME. HE CUT OFF 
^ THE HAND OF A POTT£R. 


* PART OF MODERN GUJARAT 



AFTER THE PRISONERS AND THE GUARDS LEFT— 


MAHARAJ, I WANTED TO DISCUSS 
A SMALL MATTER PERTAINING 
TO THE POWAL PROCESSION 
TOMORROW. 


MAGASTHENES 



AFTER RETURNING TO H*S RESIDENCE 
MEGASTHENES WROTE ABOUT WHAT HE 
had LEARNT AT THE RONAL COURT. 




i Shall 
>ladlw do 

THAT, 

0 KING. 


MEGASTHENES, 
JOIN US IN THE 
VASA NT PANCHAMJ* 


5 


r IV'rn 


Ik J 

■ //j 


* m 

j[ l 
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O 

Li i ■» i 


H 

ri 
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t \ \ A 



•Offk an. parhapi from aahta ■ alght mlrUitan. ♦!» It praumad that tha 23 

occation wai Vaunt* Panchaml Magatthanat hai not manoonai tha nama of tha faattval 















































































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





OF patauputra 


THROUGH TH£ MAIN 


flrSi 

mi 

CJ/ 


* 1 

\M 

-v, 

ftWm 

)tejl 



J OBVIOUSLY, THIS IS AN 
0CCA6I0N WHEN GIFT0 ARE 
PRESENTED TO THg 

L KING. J 


TuPk.sQ 70 THE PALACE , THE KING 


VISITORS 


7 


MAHARAJ, PLEASE > 
ACCEPT THIS HUMBLE , 
GIFT FROM ME. / 


tr 




LK 




V 




- 
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MAGASTHENES 



NO, I WOULD PREFER 
TO GO ON AN 


LATER 


TOMORROW WE 
HAVE ARRANGED 
A CHARIOT PACE, 

maharaj! 


' 


ELEPHANT HUNT. 


.W**. V -nT 

' ^ * » - ... < Vr \ y- 

J±*Z£Jl 




\ 


>v/ 



would wou uke 

TO COME> 

















t//ev set out the nett paw 


THE FRENCH (S READV, 
MAHARAJ.THE COW-ELEPHANTS 
ARE GOING IN- 


GOOD* IT IS 
BIG ENOUGH 

FOR TWENTY 
ELEPHANTS* 


« 




SENSING THE COW-ELEPHANTS iH THE PfT> THE 
WUP ELEPHANTS APPROACEP IT IN THE NIGHT 




WHEN THE MEN WERE REAP 1 / FOR THE SECOND PART OF THE OPERATION, ME GAS THENES AGAIN | 

VISITED THE SPOT ALONG WITH THE KING- - 


SEE HOW STRONG 
HP PET IS ? I 
PE HOU HAVE 
HIM 
WEIL- 


COURSE 
l HAVE. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



TRAPPED, THE WILD ELEPHANTS ATTACKED THE TAME 
OWES. 



WEAKENED, THE WILD ONES SOON COLLAPSED 
IN SHEEP EXHAUSTION. Lr., - - aata 



THEN WERE THEN TAKEN CAPTIVE AND LED TO THE RONAL STABLES. 


lr V<~v> 



AFTER RETURNING HOME, MEGASTHENES 
i SUMMONED HtS SERVANT. 


HOURS 15 AN INTERESTING 
LAND* I SHOULD LIKE TO 

VISIT THE COMMON 
PEOPLE IN DISGUISE 



HE SET OUT AT NIGHT AND SECRETLH WATCHED THE 
PEOPLE AT ONE HOUSE 


I WANT HO UP DAUGHTER’S 
HAND IN MARRIAGE FOR NH 

SOW -1 HAVE BROUGHT THE 
PAIR OF OXEN HOU HAD 
A6KED FOR* 


BE HIS 
THIRD WIFE? 
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MAGASTHENES 



AT ANOTHER HOUSE A PHHSIClAN WAS PACING A VISIT. 


HOUR SYMPTOMS INDICATE 
^OU WILL HAVE A BAB^ 

^ 8 OH. 







AND THIS OINTMENT SHOULD 
RELIEVE HOU OF WUR 



r PEOPLE 
APE SO 
HONEST 


THANK 
HO U- 


PEEPING INTO ANOTHER HOUSE 


THIS IS THE MONEV 
POUCH HOU DROPPED 
IN THE STREET 

ACROSS. y 


ai ) 1 




AT HOME I "THE INDIANS ARE ! 
HE WROTE - DIVIDED INTO SEVEN 



CASTES,THE PHILOSOPHERS 
BEING THE MOST 
RESPECTEP ONES 





mm 


* THE COMPLICATED CASTE STRUCTURE OF 
INDIAN SOCIETY OBVIOUSLV BEWILDERED 
ME6ASTHENES>F0R THERE HAVE ALWAYS 
BEEN ONL^ FOUR PRIMARV CASTES. 



THE NEXT DAV MEGASTHENES MET THE KING IN THE 
ANTECHAMBER OF THE ROHAL PALACE - 


MAHARAJ> HO UR 
BED CHAMBER IS 
TODAV IN THE 
NORTH WING- 


* 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


SURPRISED, ME6ASTHENES? 
I SLEEP IN A DIFFERENT 
CHAMBER EVERV NIGHT. 

THE KING HAS MAN^ 


ENEMIES, AS </0U 




IN A WEEK’S TIME WE 
LEAVE FOR THE 
BATTLE-FIELD. WOULD 
<VOU UKE TO COME 
WITH US? 


JX I WOULD 
BE DELIGHTEO 
TO,0 KING. 


NEGASTH6NES ACCOMPANIED CHANDRA0UP7A ] 

70 THE BATTLE -FtELD • I-—* 





MAGASTHENES 


hearing the commotion, chahdragurta enquired ; 




RETURN IT TO THE 
OWNER AND SPARE 
NO EFFORT TO 

CATCH THE THIEF. 


WF PECOVEPED THE 
M0NE9 BUT THE THIEF 
GOT AW A*/- HERE’S 

THE M0NE9> 

^ MAH A RAJ. ^ 



*megasthenes was intrigued bh the INCIDENT. 


200 COINS IS A SMALL 
AMOUNT, O KING. WHV 
ARE ^OU MAKING 
SUCH A FUSS? 


STEALING IS A RARE 
0CCURRENCE.8UT IF 
THIS GOES UNPUNISHED 
THE VICE MA9 

SPREAD- a 



" THE 600,000 SOLDIERS 

OF SANDROCOTTUS*APM</ 
ARE VER'V WELL-PAID. THEV 
ARE CONTROLLED B9 A 
WAP OFFICE WITH SIX 

BOARDS-. w J 


megasthenes later wrote his observations 

ABOUT 'THE ARM</: 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



HE 70VPEP 7 HE COUNTRY EXTENSIVELY END OBSERVED THE W<V OF LIFE OF THE PEOPLE 




THE PANDVANS SEEM TO 
PREFER WOMEN FOR 
SENIOR ADMINISTRA¬ 
TIVE POSTS. 
STRANGE ! 


AT THE SE A PORT OF •SURPARARA 



•liirts ot present -day Taml Nadu. 


naparnl, Sri Lanka of today. 
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Modern Sopura on the WeKtern (!oost • 


MAGASTHENES 





HE THEN WENT TO CHANDRA GUPTA TO BID HIM 
GOODBYE. 

FAREWELL, O KING. RY 
TENURE IN INDIA IS 
OVER. I WISH TO 
RETURN HOMENOW. 


l HOPE YOU ENJO^HD 
HOUR STAV WITH US • 
GIVE MY REGARDS TO 
KING SELEUCUS. 




FINALLY, HE BADE GOODBYE TO THE SERVANT. 





GOOPBVE AND THANK 
YOU. YOU HAVE BEEN 
WONDERFUL 

COMPANION 
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